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Comments of Interest Energy
Alliance on Competitive
Procurement Issues
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The Interest Energy Alliance ("Interest") submits the following comments on

Staff' s proposed Recommended Best Practices for Procu1°ement. Interwest was an active

participant in the workshop series on resource procurement held by Staff in 2007 and

tiled comments on July 26 2007.24
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Interest supports the concept to adopt Best Practices for procurement of

resources for regulated electric utilities.
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The proposed Best Practices may create more

fairness in resource procurement. At the conclusion of the workshop process there was

general agreement that adoption of procurement policy in rules was not necessary at this

time and that procurement recommendations should be subsumed into the resource

30

3 1

planning process. Since the resource planning process does not seem to be active and its

outcome uncertain, it is important that the Commission adopt the Best Practices to

32 provide  policy dire c tion on procure me nt.
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Monitor and believes third-party oversight of competitive procurement processes

methods  (IA -.. IF) is  comple te  and represents  a ll appropria te  me thods  to obta in

res ources .

will be  bene fic ia l for the  u tilitie s , b idde rs a n d ra tepaye rs .

Commiss ion. Ra the r than try to anticipa te  a ll poss ible  implementa tion problems ,

sections  PA - OF lis t poss ible  exceptions  when utilitie s  will not use  an RFP process . This

Interest recommends that the Commission adopt the Best Practices but also

lis t is  broad and could be  implemented in a  manner not intended or expected by the

procurement processes are revisited and interested parties are allowed to provide

"Utilitie s  should seek to use  an RFP  a s  the  primary acquis ition process ." Howeve r,

since adoption of the Best Practices.

comments on the effectiveness and fairness of procurement processes conducted

establish a performance period (such as two or three years) after which the resource

Interest strongly supports adoption of the entire section on the Independent

In the  se ction Procurement Methods , Inte re s t be lie ve s  the  lis t of procure me nt

Inte re s t a lso supports  the  s ta te me nt in the  Procurement Methods , section tha t s ta tes

Re s pe ctfully s ubmitte d this  19th da y of Nove mbe r 2007.
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Amanda  Ormond
Southwest Representa tive
Inte re s t Ene rgy Allia nce
7650 S . McClintock Drive
Ste  103-282
Tempe , Arizona  852843655
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